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RuckerDescendants
Help in lraq
It's not too often that we gel to
h e a r p o s i t i v e s l o r i e s a b ou t
Americans in the reconstruction
of lraq. Well. we have one and it's
about a father and son team who
are Rucker descendants.
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DenverGillespie,father,and Eric
Gillespie, his son, are both
members of the United States
Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) working on rebuilding
Iraq, and are ninth and tenth
g e n e r a t i o n d e s c e n d a n t so f
immigrantPeterRucker.Both of
thesehardworkinggentlemenare
nearingthe endof their six-month
tour of duty in Iraq, after which
Denverwill haveretiredafter 34
1'earsin USACE.On his returnhe
(Continuedon page2)

Rucker Marries the Veep
By Mike Rucker and Bill Smith
Mike Rucker writes, "Okay. it's
strictly a I'emale book. It has
hearts on the cover - and all
throughout the whole dam book.
It's enough to make a man
quickly tum to his current issueof
Field and Stream.
But once I started reading it. I
was hooked. lt is delightful! The
opening reads "I was a widow
when I met Alben Barkley, I am a
widow now. In between I was a
wife. I was married to one of the
finest and most wonderlirl men I
ever knew. We had sevenyears of
happiness. That is a long, long
time as happiness is measured.
Especiallywhen the happinessis
snaight, undiluted. I want to tell
you about these seven years
becauseyou were a part of them
and because you lived through
them. but mostly because rn
telling of my story I rvill be able
to relive those happy years." And
she shares those fabulous seven
years with each of us making
eachreaderfeel as if she (or he) is
a personal friend talking over a
(Conthued
onpage2)
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Ruckersin lraq
(Continuedfrom page1)
will become the pastor of
McJester Baptist Church in
Pangborn,
Arkansas.Eric is in his
ninth year of serviceand is the
third generationof Gillespiesto
serve in the USACE. The
Gillespies are construction
representativesat the Tallil
Airbase,in southeastlrap, where
Eric overseesthe quality of

meetingwith theVicepresidenro
the United Statesaboarda
yacht in the Potomacwhen
Veep ignored such luminaries
HouseSpeakerSamRayburn
Secretary of State and Mrs.
Achesonas he continued
ro c
the hand of the widow J
Rucker Hadley whom he had
met."
Who would have imagined
Elizabeth Jane Rucker, the o

of the three children of Ro
Waller and Elizabeth G. (Estle
Rucker,bom September23, lgll
in Keytesville, Chariton Co.
lgrygrytitg fo.r ser,gnprojects Missouri,wouldsomedaygrow
witn-a-rotai value?f moie than
to live a true"Cinderellastory,,
sJUmLulonmarrying a widower who
One of the highlights for both
thirty-eight years her elder.
Gilliespieswas the distributionof
gifts to primary school ased before all this began,Jane
children. Eric noted that ]he m a r r i e d o n A p r i l 1 1 , 1 9 3I
studentswere of a similar ase to CarletonS. Hadley(1903-1947.
his sons,Drake,7, and Cale-b,6. lawyer for the Wabash
Both men acknowledse their and who died of a heart
wives Pam and Misti ior their srxteenyears later. They had
continuedsupport.
daughters, Anne Chandleto
The Gillespie'slineaseis: Ericro (1932-), who marriedWeldon
Gillespie,DenvereDJarvl. Lurher B e h r e n d , a n d J a n e E v e r e
Ceci18.
WilliamTG., DoragIsabel (1934- ), who manied Tho
Rucker,WilliamsDenell, Simeona Hulen Truitt. A very
peterl.
B., George3,
Thomas2,
genealogical sideline is tha
This story was originaliy reporredin a
USACEpressreleasedaredFibruarv t t.
2009writtenandphorosby Nonis Jones,
the public affairs officer wirh rhe Culf
Region South, USACE. The orieinal
Ti.J.. y3: broughlto our anenrioi by
Muriel GillespieBryant,Denver'ssrster.

Carleton and Jane Hadlev'

younger daughter's husban
Tommy Truitt, was also
grandson of Alben Barkley
therebymakingTommyTruitt her
(Continuedon page3)
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son-in-law and her slepgrandson.
Willie Alben Barkley was born
November24, 1877nearLowes,
Graves Co., Kentucky. He
changed his name to Alben
William Barkley because he
viewed it as a better name for a
man in politics. He married his
first wife Dorothy Brower n
1903. They had three children,
David Murrell
Barkley
(1906-i983), Marian Frances
Truitt (1909-1996) and Laura
Louise MacArthur ( 1911- ).
Dorothy died, in 1941 after 44
yearsof marriage.Barkley began
his political careerserving as the
prosecutlng
attorney
( i 905-1909) and a judge
( 1 9 0 9 -1 9 1 3 ) i n M c C r a c k e n
Cour.rty.Kentucky. He was
elected to the U.S. House of
Representativesin 1913, and
remainedthere until his electron
to the U. S. Senatein 1927. As
Harry Truman's running mate,
he served as the 35th vroe
president.
After his term as vice
president, he returned to the
Senate until his death. "For I
would rather be a seruant in the
House of the Lord than to sit in
the seats of the mighty," were
last words uttered by Alben
Barkley at a mock Democratic
convention held at Washington
and Lee University, Lexington,
Virginia, April 30, 1956 where
he died on the stage in front of
the participants. Barkley was
popularly known as the "Veep"
because his grandson, Stephen

Truitt, suggestedthat it was an
easieraltenraliveto "Mr. Vice
President." After relating the
story to the press, they printed
the story and the "Veep" stuck.
Barkley's successor, Richard
Nixon, did not choose to
continuethe hadition.
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Barkley in the Rucker Family
Society's newslel.ters.First irr
Vol. 2, No. 2, May i 991, page 8
and the secondVol. 6, No. 3,
September 1995. The only
incorrect information presented
is from the first article where
Ambrose Rucker mentions that
Jane and Alben met rn
Keytesville.Missouri,when in
fact they met in Washington
D.C. Census records reinf<rroe
the relationships that are stated
i n W oo d ' s R u c k e r F a m i l y
Genealogt.
As reportedin the September18,
1964 issue of Time magazinein
the "Milestones" section, "Died.

J.re Badley Bmtleyn.veil. rhe t^rsr oa
h.r latc hNbaod at r!.€mmlesheid ar

As Mike made refercnceabove,
in 1958 JaneHadley Barkley and
Frances S. Leighton wrote 1
Married the Veep,published by
Vanguard Press in New York,
and is still available from onhne
book sellers. In the book the
author makes several references
to her "grandfalher"serving in
Washingtonand visiting him
there. In reality, her grandfather
was JamesThomas Rucker who
was the principal of the West
Virginia Schools for the Deaf
and the Blind in Romney.It was
James T. Rucker's brother, and
therefore Jane's great-unc1e,
William Waller Rucker, who
served in the House of
Representatives
lrom M issouri.
There have been two short
mentionsof JaneRuckerHadley

Jane Hadley Barkley, 52, widow
of Alben. a comely Sr. Louis
secretarywho caught the Veep's
lancyon a r isit to Washingron
in
1949 (he was then 71, she 38
[actually 37]), suddenly found
herself swept up in one if the
most popular and public
courtships in history as her
"Punkin" shuttled between his
Washington desk and her St.
Louis home until he won her
hand four months later; of a
heart attack; in Washington."
Jane Barkley died September6,
1964."
Jane Rucker's lineage: Elizabeth
Janelo, Roye W., James8 T.,
WilliamT P., Clifton6 H.,
Ambroses-Reubena.Ambrose,,
John2,Peterr.
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In Memoriam

Dewbeny. Contributions in his
narle may be made to St. .iude's
Michael Sidney "Mike'
Children's Research Center,
Dewberry passedaway on
P.O. Box 50, Memphis, TN,
February
3, 2009of pneumonra 38101-0050.Michael'srolineage
at his homein Vienna.Virginia.
is: Sidney Oliver Dewberrye,
aged 42 yems. He was the son
Mary (Mo llie) Rucker8,
of Sidney O. Dewberry and was
AmbroseT,Reuben6,Ambrose5,
an owner, rnemberof the board
Reubena, Ambrose3, John2,
of directors and c orporate
Peterl.
secretaryof the family business,
***
The Dewberry Companies,one
of the largest engineering and
architectural firms in the
Ruckers Who Attended
country. The Dewberry
the Virginia Military
Companies employ more than
Institute
2,200 andhave40 offices across
1839-1989
the United States. One of
Note from Editor: I have identified as
Mike's firstjobs wasas a surve)
many graduates as possible. lf you
truck driver for the Dewberry
know of other VMI graduateswho are
not listed, pleasecontactJeannie.
Companies. His driving skills
V i r gi n i a M i l i r a r y I n s t i r u r e .
permitted him to capturea bank
located
in Lexington.Virginia.
robber by cornering the thief's
and founded in 1839, is rhe
car. then pulling-himfrom the
nation's oldest state-supported
vehicle and pinning him to the
ground until the police anived.
military college.Unlike all other
military colleges, all of VMI's
students are military cadets.
Currently there are 1,300 male
and female cadetsfrom 37 states
and 9 foreign countries. Past
graduatesinclude 21 generalsof
the ConfederateArmy, and 257
cadetswho fought, and ten who
died, in the Battle of New
Market, Virginia. More recent
graduatesin U.S. Senatorsand
other politicans, Army, Marine
Air Force Generals, Medal of
Honor recipients, sports
Mike is survived by his wife of
notablesand actors.
eighteenyears, StephanieAnne,
and their four children, Michael
Sidney Dewberry II, Katie Anne
D ewberry, John Michael
Dewberry and Kelly Anne

Barnes Mitchell Rucker of
Lynchburg, VA, class of L812,
attended 3 years. Bookkeeper;
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Died Oct. 17, I 908, Marion,
VA. SonofAmbrose6B. Rucker
(Ambroses,Reuben4,Ambrose3,
Peterr)[1852-1908].
John2,
Parks McDaniel Rucker of
Salt Creek, VA, class of 1878,
attended 7 months. Farmer;
Died Jan. 25, 1918,Clarendon,
VA. Son of Daniel6 H. Rucker
(Wm.s B., Georgea,John3,John2
Peterr)[1857-1918].
Wooster Dudley Rucker of
Stuart, VA, class of 190i,
attended 3 years. LLB degree
from Washington & Lee
University. Southern Railway
Systems, Washington, D.C.;
Died Apr. 9, 1963. Son of
Wooster5 Rucker (Larkina G.,
Larkin3 Tomagen, Ephriam2,
Peterr)[1880-1963].
Erle Taliaferro Rucker of
Danville, VA, class of 1928,
attended4 years.BS-CE; 28-88
lLT USAR CAV; Ass't. VP,
ChesapeakeBBCO, Kingsport,
TN; Died March 14, 1989.Son
of Dr. Claude and Emma
Rucker, 1920 Allegheny Co.,
Clifton Forge census. 1930
London Co., Kanawha,WV, age
22. Son of Claude8N. Ruckcr,
Sr. (Waller7,James6,Jonathan5,
Georgea, John3, John2, Peterl)

[1908-198e].
Samuel Burks Rucker, III of
Lynchburg,VA, classof 1928,
attended3 yeas, 4 months,and
20 days;DiedJan.1, 1970.Son
of Samuel8B. Rucker, Jr.
(Samuel?
B., Wm.6G.,Garlands,
Ambrose4,Ambrose3,John2
Peter')[1906-1970].
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Alban Mack Rucker, Jr. of
BuenaVista"VA. classof iql3,
attended4 monthsand 20 days.
LLB frorn National Unii.
Son of AlbonTMcDaliel Rucker
(Daniel6
H.. Williams
B..Ceorgea.
John3,
John2,
Peterr)[1912-1994].
Claude Nelson Rucker, Jr. of
Charleston,
WV, class of 1933,
attended4 years.BS-CH; 43-45
USAR FA Retired. Production
Manager,Union Carbide Corp.,
PalosVerdesEstates,CA. Son of
Claude8N. Rucker.Sr. iWallerT,
J a m e s 6 J. o n a t h a n sC
. eorge4.
John3,
John2,
Peterr)[1911-1996].
Emtrry Cobb Rucker of BalaC y n w y d .P A . c l a s s o f 1 q 3 6 ,
attended4 years;BS-CE.Retired
Ministerof the EpiscopalChurch;
Reston,VA. Son of Tinsley8W.
Rucker(TinsleyT
W., Tinsley6W.,
J o s e p h i . Jo hn a . C o r n e l i u s r ,
Thomas2
Peterr)[1914- 1994].
Henry Latham Rucker, Jr, of
Bedford, VA, class of 1940,
attended4 years; BS-CE.40-42
2LT USA AMP. Retired Area
Supervisor,E. L DuPont,Aiken,
SC.Sonof Henry8L. Rucker,Sr.
(Samueli
8.. Wm.6G.. Garland5,
A m b r o s e aA
, m b r o s e 3 ,J o h n 2 ,
Peterr)[1923-2007].

Thomas Nelson Ilucl<cr of Pelu,
IN, class of 1952, attended 4
years; BA-BI;
MD from
University of Virginia; 57-59
CPT USAF MC. Plastic Surgeon,
Kingsport Radiology, Kingsport,
TN [1930-199s].
'Warren
Page Rucker of
Lynchburg.VA. class of 1q54.
attended1 year [1933-].
Melvin Price Rucker of
Bluefield. WV. class of 1983,
attended 4 years; BA-EC. Died
A u g . 1 1 ,1 9 8 7[ 1 9 6 1 - 1 9 8 7 ] .
Louis Gene Rucker of Bluefield,
WV, class of 1986, attended 4
years;BS-CE.TD 2LT USAE US
Air Force, Midwest City, OK

Vol. 20, No. I , Marcl-r2009
associatedwith a rock band, but
strange as it may seem, four
young men frorn Everett,
Washington (home of the actual
Rucker's Tomb written about in
the March 2001 RFS newsletter)
established such a group. Their
first CD, the cover of which can
be seenbelow, was reported well
received by most critics and
listeners,with the exceptionof the
organization that forced them to
change their name because o
copyright laws to Trafficlight
Chronicles. I'm sure the name
change will have affects on
career, after all what could be
betterthan the lame Rucker?

ue64-l
This information was traascribed flom
the 1989 Register of Folmer Cadets of
the Virginia Military Institut€ Published
by the VMI Alumni Association, Inc.
Lexington, Virginia and was typed by
SusanP Willis.

***

The ooCompletettRucker

Geography

Robert Saunders Rucker of
Bedford, VA, class of 1943,
a t t e n d e d3 y e a r s . B S f r o m
Lynchburg College; 43-46 PFC
USA EGR. Retired Investrnent
Rucker's Tomb
Advisor/Financial
Planner,United
The Band
Fidelity Insurance,Bedford, VA
[1918-2006].
Who would have thought that the
Rucker name would become

by Bill Smith
In the last issue of the Rucker
Family SocietyNewsletter,it was
mentioned that there are
150 geographicallocations in the
United Statesthat bear the name
Rucker. Below is a complete
listing of those sites recogni
by the United States Geological

I{ucker Family Society Nervsletter

Survey associated with Rucker.
Eventually,it would be interesting
to complete a description of how
each relatesto the descendantsof
Peter Rucker, or not. If you can
offer an explanation as to which
Rucker descendantthe geographic
site is associatedwith or named
after, feel free to email to the Bill
Smith, Assistant Editor for future
publication. In addition, this list
doesn't include informally, versus
ofhcially, namedlocationsand the
numerous Rucker Streets,
Boulevards, Roads, Courts,
Places,Lanes,etc.
Alabama-Rucker Boulevard
ElementarySchoolandRuckerPlaza
ShoppingCenter,in CoffeeCo., and
Fort Rucker, Ft Rucker Dam,
Elementaryand Primary Schools,
andPostOffice,in DaleCo.
A r k a n s a s - R u c k e r sC r o v e i n
Washington
Co.
Arizona-Camp Rucker and
Playground,Rucker Canyon, its
North Fork,andDam andRanchand
Trail, RuckerSchool,in CochiseCo.,
and three Rucker Tanks in two
different counties (Mojave and
Pima).
California-RuckerSpringin Fresno
Co., RuckerHill and Tankin Modoc
Co.,RuckerCreek,LakeandDam rn
NevadaCo., Rucker,Rucker Creek
and Elementary School in Santa
ClaraCo.
Florida-FortRuckerRecreation
Area
in WaltonCo.
G e o r g i a - R u c k e r s v i l l ea n d i t s
Cemeteryand MethodistChurch in
ElbertCo., RuckerMemorialChurch
in HallCo.,Ruckers
Lakein Hanis
Co., RuckersCrove Cemeteryin
Hart Co.,andRuckersGroveChurch
in HartCo.
Illinois-RuckerChapelin Hart Co.,
RuckerCemetery in Morgan and

SangamonCounties.
Indiana-Rucker Cemetery and
RuckersFerry in JacksonCo.
Kansas-Rucker Airport in Pawnee
and SedgwichCounties.
K e n t u c k y - R u c k e r s vi l l e , a n d i t s
Christian Church and Post Office rn
Clark Co.
M i c h i g a n - R u c ke r C e r n e t e r y i n
Wayne Co.
Minnesota-Rucker Post Office in
Morrison Co.
Missouri-Rucker in Batesand Boone
Counties, Ruckers Prairie and its
Post Ofhce in Fralklin Co., Rucker
Cemetery, Church, and School in
WayneCo.
M i s s i s s i p p i -R u c k e r C e r n e l e r y i n
Adams Co., Buck Rucker Lake in
Benton Co., Rucker Cemetery,
Ruckersville, its Church and School
all in Tippah Co., and Rucker Creek
and Cemeteryin Yazoo Co.
Nebraska-Rucker Lake in Sheridan
Co.
New Mexico-Rucker Canyon and its
Mine in Dona Ana Co., and Rucker
Springin SierraCo.
Nevada-Boyd Rucker Ranch, Clark
Co.
New York-Holcombe Rucker
Playground-NewYork Co.
Ohio-three RucLer Cemeteries in
LawrenceCo.
Oklahoma-Rucker Park and Post
Ofiice in Comanche Co., Rucker
School in Haskell and Rogers
Counties
South Carolina-Rucker Court in
Anderson Co., Ruckers and Willie
Ruckers Pond in Calhoun Co.,
Ruckers Crossroadsin Chester Co.,
and another Ruckers Pond rn
Edgefield Co.
T e n n e s s e e - R u c k eCr e r n e t e r y i n
Bedford Co., Rucker Goodloe
Cemetery in Cannon Co., Rucker
Branch and two Rucker Cemeterres
in Grainger Co., Rucker Dam ad

Vol. 20, No.1, March 2009

Lake in JeffersonCo., Ruckers Point
and Landing in Lauderdale Co.,
Rucker, Rucker Baptist Cliurch, two
Rucker Cemeteries, Rucker K-nob,
Rucker Post Office, Rucker
Seminaryand Rucker-PittsCemetery
in Rutherford Co., Rucker Stewart
Middle School in SumnerCo., and
)et anolher RucLer Cemetery in
WeakleyCo.
Texas-Rucker in Comanche Co.,
Rucker Elementary School, Park
Trail, and School in Harris Co.,
Rucker Creek in Hood Co., Ruckers
Bridge in Lamar Co., and Rucker
Pondin WiseCo.
Virginia-RuckerGap and Hollor.r in
Alleghany Co., Embry Rucker
Community Center in Fairfa"r Co.,
J o h n R u c k e rL a k e . R u c k e r s v i l l ei t, s
Cemetery, District, Elementary
School, Post Office and Volunteer
Fire Department all in Greene Co.,
Rucker Schoolin King William Co.,
and Rucker Run in Nelson Co.
Wash i ngton - Rucker Mansion ln
SnohomishCo.
West Virginia-Rucker Branch rn
Boone Co., Rucker Cemetery and
Fork in Kanawha Co., and Rucker
Bend in NicholasCo.
Wyoming-Rucker Bend in Nicholas
Co. and Rucker Draw in Campbell
Co.
**:&

Query of the Quarter
Professor James Jefferson
Rucker of Georgetown College
Georgetown Col1ege, the first
Baptist school of higher education
west of the Alleghenies, dates to
an earlier institution founded in
1787. It is now a wellrrespected
small liberal arts college noted for
academicachievement.
According to the college'swebsite

I{Ltclit r lianri 11,Soc icfr I .\t'rvsli'1
1er'

" P r o [ ' e s s o r J a n e s . l ef f e l s o l
Ituclier let thc effort to integrate
women ir.rtoGeorgetowlr'sstudent
body beginning in 1889 and
ending in 189i when women
graduated with men. The first
women'sdormitory,completedin
1895. was narnedwas named in
l.rouorof his efforts. Rucker also
supenised the construction of a
building that houses the chapel.
gymnasium,museum,and literary
societymeetingrooms.
Rucker Hall. an intposingfourstory brick struoture, was
demolishedin 1971 to make way
for new collegefacilities.
What is the lineage of this
Professor James Jefferson
Rucker?
+**

Dr. \\ illiam Parks
Rucker
Patriot or Traitor?
Part Two of F'our
by MichaelP Rucker
Afler destroyingthe Cow Pashrre
River railroad bridge Rucker and
the Union forces were to pass
through Covington on their return
to West Virginia. Rucker sent a
nessage 1o his wife and lamily
there in Covington. He advised
hastily prepare to join him
and the Union soldiers as the
safest rneansoI their reaching
heir plantation
near
Summersville, West Virginra.
Rucker had been staying at the
ion sincehe agreedto join
Unior.rArmy. The family was
ready and waiting as Rucker and

the soldiels passedtluough the
town. The follts in Covington
rernemberedDr. Rucker. but not
lbndly. When they learnedthat he
had led the bridge burning
expeditionthe townspeoplemet to
denounce him and demand his
death, but it was too late; Rucker
a:rd his family were beyond their
reach.

\,'ol.20. ldo.l. \,{ax lr 2()0{.}
lloln the Cow Pastulc Rivcr
Bridgeexpedition.

During the tsattle of Lewisburg,
West Virginia on May 23, 1862
Captain Rucker gave most of the
citizens of that town great leason
to dislike him, as well.
Lewisburg's sympathies were
predominantlywith the Soutl.rand
some of the townspeople even
Ruckerhad beenreluctanlto join
snipedat the Union soldiersfronr
the Union Army becausehe had their windows during the brief
promised his wife that he would
conflict.As Colonel Crook's men
not do so. But rebel sympathrzers gained possessionof the town
in Covington would not allow any
Rucker pointed out to the Uruon
go
of the slaves to
with Mrs.
officers the housesof Confederate
Rucker to join hirn in West sympathizers and these homes
Virginia. This made Dr. Rucker \\ ere prOmptlyburned.Following
furious and was possibly the
the Battle of Lewisburg Rucker
reason he decided to accept a
\ as put in chargeoI organizing
commission as captain. He wrote
lhe scoulsandspiesfor the Union
to his wife that she shouldprepare Army in WestVirginia.
to leaveall the slavesbehind.and July 24, 1862 Generai Fremonr
he would arrange to have an
sent a messageto Rucker to report
escort for her to come to their
without delay to Mount Jackson
West Virginia plantation. This he
i n S h e n a n d o aCho u n t l . V i r g i n i a .
accomplished on his return trip
He wasto call uponColonelStarr.
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who was then in Lewisburg,
where an escort would be
provided for his safe conduct.
However,before daylight on the
morning July 25 three-hundred
Confederatecavalry sunounded
Colonel Starr's headquarters
and took Stan, Rucker and al1
the other ofhcers there prisoner.
They were taken to White
Sulfur Springs where Colonel
Stan and the other officers were
promptly released in prisoner
e x c h a n g e a g r e e m e n t s ,b u t
Rucker was held upon charges
of lreason.murder and bridge
burning.
As a prisoner Rucker was
treated more harshly than the
othersand a specialiron forging
secured by rivets around both
wrists was made especiallyfor
him. Meanwhile, Colonel
Crook, sent word to thrce of the
county's most prominent
civilian residenrsthat if Rucker
was harmed he would hang all
three of them. Apparently thrs
bluff worked as Rucker was
then sent * his hands in irons
with his legs fastenedtogether
under the horse, with a guard
of sixty men - first to
Lynchburg then on again to
Richmond.
In Richmond Rucker was held
in the hideousCastle Thunder
Prison, a I arge tobacco
warehouselocated on the north
side of Cary Street between
l8th and 19th Streets.It was
mainly used for civilian

prisonels suspected of
disloyalty to the Con{bderacy.
lls irr))ateswele ltalshlylieated
and marry were under sentence
of death. Rucker was held there
until Septemberwhen Virginia
Governor "Honest John"
Letcher decided, that under a
charge of treason, that he be
retumed to his home town of
Covington for trial.
Rucker was sentvia the Virginla
Central Railroad to the bridge
he had bumed, then by hack on
to Covington. He faced trial for
ten crimes: murder, treason,
bridge burning, horse stealing,
com stealing, Negro stealing
and four other charges. The
murder chargebeing the one for
which he had already been tried
and acquitted.
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was continually moved from jail
to jail in an attemptto keep hirl
from rescue attempts by the
Union forces - ten different
locations in all - with the last rn
June 1863. being the jail in
Danville, Virginia which was
judged to be the most secure.
Meanwhile President Lincoln
announced that if Dr. Rucker
.,vasput to death a Confederate,
Dr. Green being held in Forlress
Monroe wo uld al so be
executed.

With his amazing good luck
some friends aided his escape
on October18, 1863.Keys were
provided and doors unlocked.
Dressed in a Confederate
lieutenant's uniform and armed
with a Navy Colt revolver and a
he-ary=aber Dr. Rucker took the
reins of a buggy provided by a
Rucker appealed that the local
friend and drove to Lynchburg
s e n t i m e n t w a s p r e j u d i c ed
jailer
against him and. surprisingly. fifty-five miles away. The
had no clue of his escapeuntil
the judge changedthe venue to
Botetourt County and he was he brought his breakfast.Upon
arraigned there in November, leaming of his escapea furious
Govemor Letcher proclaimed a
1862. Rucker's good fortune
was that the judge, who heard r e w a r d o f $ 5 , 0 0 0 f o r h r s
capture.
his case, was a personal friend.
He dismissed all the charges Thus Dr. Rucker began a
except the one for murder for
harrowing twenty day flight to
which Rucker had already been safety behind Union lines in
acquitted - and that acquittal
WestVirginia.
was sustained. Still, as it
To be continued in the next
became clear that the
issue of the Rucker Familv
Confederates still had no
SocietyNewsletter...
intention of releasing him, two
Editor's Note - The map on page 7 of
attempts were made by Union
this issue is intended to give
forces to conduct raids to secure approximatelocationsand distancesof
placesmentionedby the author
his escape,but both failed. He
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