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Rocky Rucker
by BobbiJo Rucker

I'm sure lvhen most people read
or hear the name Rocky they
probabLy th ink  o f  Sy lves ter
Stallone and his Rocky Balboa
charactor. but I would like to tell
you about anothef Rocky. This
Rocky is who lsay is the Real
Rocky l iom the 1950s.

Rocky Rucker is my dad, a
w o  nder  t 'u  I  fa tber ,  fa i th fu l
husband,  h  a rd  worker  and
veteran. His given name is
Robert H. Rucker, though most
people called him Bob. Bob was
the third and last child bom to
Josephine Hart and Wili iaftr
Rucker in Champaign County,
Ohio on July 26, 1930. His two
siblings are Will iam "Bil l"

(Continucd on page l)

Joseph Rucker Lamar
Supreme Court Justice

by Bill Smith

Joseph Rucker Lamar (October
15, I 857 .lanuary 2, l9l6) was
an Assoc ia te  Jus t ice  o f  the
United States Supreme Court
who served tiom l9ll unti l his
death in 1916. He was a 4tr'
cousin ol ' lbrmcl Supreme Court
assoc ia te  jus t i ce  Luc ius
Quinctius Cincinnatus Lamar Il,
and a 3'd cousin once renroved of
Mirabeau Buonapalte Lamar,
second President of the Republic
ofTexas.

Born in Ruckersvil le, Elbert
County. Georgia, Lamar was the
son and oldest of three children
o f  James  San fo rd  Lamar
(  I  829-  1908) ,  a  m in is te r  o r
evange l i s t  o f  the  Bethany
Churc l r ,  and Mary  Rucker
(1833-1864). While growing up
in  Augusta ,  Lamar  and h is
brother Philip were next door
n€ighbors to Tommy Wilson,
who would iater grow up to
become (Thomas) Woodrow
Wilson, 28'h President. Joseph
Lamar  a t tended schoo ls  in
Georgia and Maryland belbfe
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at tend ing  the  Un ivers i ty  o f
Georgia, and then graduating t'rom
Bethany College, West Viryinia, in
1877. The tbllowing yeat he
comp le ted  law schoo i  a t
Washington and Lee University
in Lexington, Virginia, and began
prac t ic ing  law in  Augusta ,
Georgia. On January 30, 1879 he
married Clarinda Huntington
Pend le to r l  (1856-1943) ,  the
daughter of Dr. Will iam K.
Pend le ton ,  the  pres ident  o f
Bethany College. Joseph and his
wif-e had three children; Philip
Lamar  (1880-1938) ,  Wi l l i a r r
Pend le ton  Lamar  (  I882-  1958) ,
and Mary Lamar (1885-1885).

From 1886 to I889, Lamar served
in  the  Georg ia  House  o f
Representatives, and then was
appointed by the Supreme Court
o f  Ceorg ia  in  1893  as  a
commissioner to prepare a COde of
laws for the state, Two years later,
that code was adopted by the
Ceorgia's Ceneral Assembly.

On January l, 1901, Lamar was
appointed to fill an unexpired term
in the Supreme Court of Georgia,
then was re-elected in 1903. He
wrote more than 200 opinions
before resigning in 1905 to again
practice law def'ending railroads
and  many  o ther  la rge
colporations.

A1 the time of his appoinhnent to
the United States Supreme Couft
by Republican President Taft,
Lamar was only one of three
justices ever noninated by a
President of the opposite party.
His impeccable reputation was

one reason Lamar, together wi
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Frederick W Lehmann, w
selected in 1914 to represent th
United States at the ABC Pow
Conference (lrgentina, Brazil an
Chile were enlisted to peac
avoid an out and out war betwee
the United States and the civil
war-ridden Mexico) convened
avgfi a war over tne
Incident. This incident involved
the seven month occupation by the
United States of the Mexican port
city of Veracruz after a trivial
incident at another Mexican
city ofTampico.

In 1915, Lanar wrote tlvo s
individual opinions in the
Leo Frank case. The Leo F
case  was  one  o f  t he  mos
notorious and highly publici
cases i l the legal hisrory
Georgia. Frank was a Jewish man
in Atlanta who managed a factory
owned by the Nation Pencil
Company. He was placed on trial
and convicted of raping and
murdering a thifieen-year-old gir
who worked at the factory
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the lynching of Frank two years
later, thc case became knorvn
th roughou i  t he  na t i on .  The
dcg ree  o  1 -  a  n  t  i  -  S  c  m  i  t  i  s  m
involved in Frank's convict ion
and  subsequen t  l ynch ing  i s
difncult to asscss, but il was
cnough ol a f 'actor to have
insp i rec l  . l e$ ' s ,  and  o lhe rs ,
lhroughoLLt lhe country to protcst
the convict ion of an irnocent
man. Lairar declincd to grant a
pe t i t  i on  f b r  habeas  co rpus
brought by Frank to challenge
the l 'airness ol his tr ial.  br.rt
slLbsequently La|nar grantcd a
writ of crror al lolving Frrnk 10
bring his clainrs bcforc the couft.
' Ihe 

f ir l l  ( 'ourt wcnt on to fcjcct
I : r ank ' s  c l a im  i n  l r cnk  v .
l4dn{uti1. Lt\11i\t votcd wilh the
nraiofl ly rrrd di( l  nol choosc t()
\! f l lc a scparate opinion.

Thc  $ ,o r k  on  t hc  spec io l
conrnrisslon. coirplcd with his
cotrrt duties, muy havc Ied 10
Lamar ' s  pa ra  l y t i c  s t rokc  i n
Scptemlref 1915. Legislal ion lvas
proposed k) i l l low l-anl r to
fclire liom thc courl with full
pay. bul his death lbur nronths
later nradc the issue moot. Lamar
i s  bLL r i cd  i n  Sumnrc l v i l l e
Cemetcry in Augusta, Georgia.

Larnar's protbssiolal papers,
i nc l L rd i ng  co r respondence
conceming his ycars as a Justice,
are archivcd at the University of
Georgia in Atheis, Ceorgia. and
arailable 1br research.

JosephT Rucker Lanrar's lineage is:
Maryi '  Rucker. Josephj. Johna,
Comeliusr, Thomas:. Peterl.

Rockv Rucker
(ContinLred hom page 1)

Ruckcr, who nraried Lola Nlae
ljavis. and lvlary Lotlise Rucker.
who mal.ried Carl Vcrro.

Bob grew lLp in Springficld and
Ironton, Ohio, and Inoved to Fort
Wayne. Indiana, when he was
about I Il. Soon aller that he got a
job at Gcncral Electr ic and it  is
lhere that he lcarncd about the
possibi l i ty ofboxing training. Hc
dccided to give i l  a lry and ncvcr'
looked back. Ccncral Elcctr ic
even sponsorcd him while he
boxcd i |  Fort Waync. Indiana.
Bob was succcsslir l  enough t l tal
hc won thc Coldeu C;lovcs l ight
hcavywcight t i t le in 1950, which
allorvccl hinr to udv.tnoc 1() thc
natiol lol tournalncnl in C hicago.

ln August l95l Bob entercd thc
Arry and cvcnlually served in
the Mil i t^ry Policc at l iorl  l lood.
Texls. Whilc ot I .ort I lood Bob
bet:rme involvcd \ i th boxirg
again, and that wds thorc that he
lvtts given the nicknamc Rocky.
He wls st01g l ike a rock and
bea t  bo th  a l na leL rL  rnd
profcssional boxers. Bob was
talcntcd cnough that he wds
appfoachcd if  he wanted to
become a prol 'essional bo\cr.
While tsob tfulv \\,as passiolate
about boxin_e. he sensed that rvas
not the career lbr him.

A{ier his boxing and anny days
were over he scttled do*n and
maried Dorothy, and they had
four childrcn - Robin, Chris,

Kclly and Laura. Bob's married
second, Sharon Braddock, they
had a daughter, Bobbi Jo Iluckcr,
also known as BJ. Bob also has
stepchildren named Gary, Duane
and Linda Nierman, and lots
g randch i  l d re r  and  g r ca t
grandchildren.

Bob has always crl ioyed nalure.
w i l d l i f c .  ca l 11p ing ,  l ' i sh  i r g .
swimmirg, diving and pcts. ln
1996  Bob ,  a t  age  66 .  was
d  i agnosed  w i l h  Pa rk inson ' s
disease. l l1 the ycars sincc then
he  has  becomc  wcakc r  and
begun suff'ering morc ftonr thc
Parkinson's trcmors, thoLrgh his
mincl and spir i t  have remained
alert and strong. Since late last
yea r ,  Bob ' s  hca l l h  has
exper ienccd  some s ign i l i can t
setbacks, but as recently as
March of this year, he was
released to return 10 his home.

I take great pridc in the Rucker
nane, and when I got manied 17
years ago my husband Rick took
Rucker name as lrl.r last name.
As anyone can see! Rocky
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Rucker just cannot give up, his
rvi1l is too strong for that. Rocky
Rucker means the rvorld to me
and he would love cards or
no tes  o t  encouragement .
Because of the Parkinson's
disease my dad can no longer
read and write, but we *,ill read
the cards or notes to him.
Rocky's address is - Rocky
Rucker, 5176 S Meridian Rd,
Co lumbia  C i ty ,  lN  46  725.
Bobbi Jo's email address is
BJ Bobbi_Jo Rucker(r!l ive.co
m.

Bobbi" . lo Rucker's l ineage:
Robcn3 H. Ruckeq Will iamT E.,
E l ias" ,  Lc r rue l5 ,  ArnbroseJ ,
Lerrucl j. Janrcsr, Pcterl.

x a *

In Memoriam
Betty Lawson Rucker. 89,
died April .1 of congcstivo heart
l l ih.rre at the Univefsily ol '
V i rg in ia  Mcd ica l  Centc r  i r1
Clharloltesvil le. She Iived in
Arlington most ofher l i ie befbre
moving to Spotsylvania a f'erv
years ago. She rvas the wiii of
the late Robert Pafks Rucker

Mrs. Rucker rvas born Bessie
Barclay Lawson in Washington
and was known as "Betty." She
graduated from Eastern Lligh
School and the old National Art
School. She was active in many
community activities i[cluding
as president of the women's
d iv i s ion  o f  the  Ar l i n  g ron
Chamber of Commerce and as
pres ident  o f  the  wornen 's
aux i l ia ry  o f  the  Ar l ing ton

Optimist Club. She was a
member of \\'estover Baptist
Church in Arlington fbr more
than 50 years.

Hef husband of 55 years, Robert
Parks Rucker, died in 1998.
Surv ivo rs  inc l  ud  e  th ree
children, Robert P Rucker Jr of
F ' redcr ic  ksb  u  rg ,  Nancy  R.
McC ee  o f  C  har lo t tesv  i l l c ,
Marg4ret R. Osbome of Sterling
and two brothers, John Lawson
of Cloucester and Donrld of
Springfield, six grandchildren;
and fi ve great-grandchildren.

Betty's husband Robcrt Parks
Rucker has three l ines to Peter
I tuckcn ( l )  Ceo lgc$  Amna
RLrcker, ParksT M., Danicl ',.
Will iams 8.. Georgcr. Johnr.
Johnr .  Pc te r l ;  (2 )  Dan ie lo
R uo  k  e r ' s  w i fe :  Mar iamnaT
Iluckcr', Janrcsr' N.l. Jonalhiln5.
Ceorger, John'. Johnr, Pelorr;
(3)Wm.r B. wit 'er Mary6 Ann
Dawson Rrc ker, An'tbrose5,
Reuben ' ,  Arnbroser .  J  oh  n l ,
Polerr.

Phil ip Ashby White, 85, of
Vero  Beach ,  F  lo r ida  d ied
February 26,2009. LIe was born
on June 14, 1923 in Chase City,
Viryinia, the son ol John Lewis
Whi tc  and V ixe l la  Rucker
White, of Cil 'ax, Virginia. He is
survived by his wife, Ruth
Ganin Whitel their children and
grandch i ld ren  Ph i l ip  Ashby
White, Jr. and his wife Paige
Hardy White and their chiidren
Olivia Lane White and Philip
Ashby wlrite lll of Mendham.
New Jersey, daughter Laura

Whitc Crouse and her husband
.lohn Lejst Clrouse and thci.
children John Leist Crouse VII,
Phil ip David Crouse. Edwirrd
Calvin Crousc. Will iam Mobley
(lrousc o1- Safasota. Irloricla. anci
a step daughter. Carol Dean
Spmtlin Davis and her children
Cantcy Pace Davis Jr. and Laura
Wynoc  l )av is  o f  A t lan ta ,
( i corg ia .  l l i s  surv iv ing  s ib l ings
are Lcwis Marian (Jack) White,
Jeanne Kenny, Polly Adkins,
and Cary Baber, rvho all l ivc in
Virginia.

Mf. White graduatcd tiom New
London Academy,  Fores t ,
V i rg in  ia ,  and en tered  the
Virginia Nli l i tary Insritute. He
lcft VMI to ser-ve as a lst
Lieutenant with the U.S. Anny
Air Corps and flew 32 missions.
as a navigator, in the l5th Air
Force with the 485th Group in
Italy. He was the recipient olthe
Ai| Medal u,ith the Five Oak
Leaf Clusters. Al'tel the wat Mr
White entered the University of
Virginia and graduated from the
Mclntire School of Commerce
in 1948. After graduation, he
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moved to Atlanta and became the
regional manager tbr the Deering
M i11 ik  c  n  Cor rpany  be fo re
fbrming his orvn timr, Philip
Whi te  Assoc ia tes .  He  wds
honored as the President of the
Atlanta Texti le Club in 1968. Mr.
White, an avid golfer. was a
member ol Riomaf Country CIub,
the  R iomar  Bay  Yacht  C lub ,
John 's  l s land C lub  and the
Moorings in Vero Beach. ln
Atlanta, he was a menlber ol the
Piedmont  Dr iv  ing  C lub  and
Pcachncc Golf Club. Hc was also
a mernber of the Jamestown
Society. the Pointselt Club in
Grccnvil lc, Sor.rth Carolina and
the Travellels in PaIis.

Phil ip" A. Whjte's l ineage isl
Lelia VixcllaN l|.rcker, WallcrT .1.,
. lamcs(' M.. . lonathani. Coorgor.
Johnr, Johnr, Petcl

*++

President's Letter
I hope that you agrce with mc that
our Ncwslcttcr has ncver looked
bettcr! Our contributors continue
to prolide us wilh interesting.
in tb rmat ive  and en ter ta in ing
articles. Our editors are doing a
great job of putting everything
together in an attractive, rcadablc
fo r rna t .  I  be l ieve  tha t  our
lewsletter is the most valuable
beneflt of membership in the
Ruckcr Family Socicty, and its
regular publication will remain a
high priority fo| our Board of
Directors- Ho*.ever, our success
comes at a price. Our last issue

cost $875.27 for print ing and
pos tage ,  o r  $2 .57  l b r  each
newsletter. Four newsletieas per
year rvi l l  cost $10.28, al1d postage
costs are due to r ise again, soon.
Our problem is that yearly dues to
olLr Society are only Sl0, rvhich
w i l l  no t  cove r  t he  cos t  o1 '
publishing the newsletter. When
\re considcr that thc Socicty has
olher adminislrative cosls, in
addit ion b thc ncwslcttcr. wo scc
that oLrr expenses exceeci our
i ncon rc .  Thc  Boa rd  has
considered several optiorls. The
lirsl is to publish the nlewsletter on
a less f iequent basis, but l thi l1k
that this is an cxample of "cutt ing
off oic's rlosc l{) spitc his fircc."
Thc [cwslcttcr is slmpLy too
valuable to sacri l ioe in l iequency
or quali ty. The seoond is to scnd
the newslcltcf by crrai l .  l l rosc
rvho would I ike a paper copy
coulcl print onc on thcif homc
conlputef. Unfbftunalcly. not al l
ol olrf  nlcmlrcrs havc compulcrs.
and not al l  ol '  us \.vith computers
keep ouf rcgistfar inlbnncd ol '
changes in our E nail  addresscs.
It would be unwieldy and labor-
intensive to send a hard copy to
sontc of our mcrrbcrs, and an
electrcnic oopy to others. Our
third option is to raise our yearly
dLLcs to covcr our prcscnt and
expected costs. The Board has
decided irpon this option, and
hopes that our members agree that
the continucd good fiscal health
ol the Society is paramount, if we
are to cont lue to serve thc dcsircs
of the membership. The new dues
amount will be establishcd by the

Board by the t ime of the next
rene\\ 'al.  Please support your
Rucke r  Fam i l y  Soc ie t y  by
renewing yo|ll membership, and
don't forget that we have an online

f r csence  a l  w rv r v . t he
ruc  k  e  r f  a  m  i  l y  s  o  c  i  e t y  an  d
www.ruckerphotos.mult iply.com.

* * *

Dr. William Prrks
Rucker

Patriot or Traitor?
Part Three of Four

by Michacl P Ruckcr

Following his escape l iom the
Danvil lc jai l  Dr. I luckcr, drcsscd
as ir Conledcrate ol i icer, drove to
his town of birth, Lynchburg,
whcrc hc was sccurcd in tho third
l loor aparlnrcnt oi 'a l i icrrd. Aficr
scvc rd l  days  o f  r cs t  and
recuper^i ion! he wAs provided a
l inc horse and saddle. as lvel l  iu
fhlsc identi l lcation papers and
o rdc rs  s ta t i ng  t ho l  bc  was
sca rch ing  l o r  Con fcdc ra t c
dcscl ' tcrs. As his stccd carricd him
away at a gallop he later toltl
l'riends thal during that evening, "l
l 'elt  I  could conquer the earih.
ALexandef the Grcat and his
Bucephalus wils no bravef than I
on that night going over Garden
Mountail." He reached Botetouft
County where other f i iends hid
him during the l ir l lowing day.
Thcn  hc  p roceeded  on  t o
Allegheny County where near
Callaghan's Inn, a stage coach
stop llve miles \\est ofCovi]lgton,
hc found refuge with another
l - r i end .  H01 \eve r ,  a  ! voman
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reported his presence to the local
authorit ies. His host advised
Rucker of this and together they
concocted a scheme tbr his
escape.

Realizing that it would be futile to
try to escape by horseback they
decided that he should leave the
horse and some of his personal
effects behind to make it appear
that he had fled in haste. Then
Rucker made his way by fbot into
the mountains while his friend
went into Covington to report his
"hiding place" and to volunteer to
lead a company of armed men 1()
capture him. When the soldiers
ar r i ved  they  sur rounded the
building. Rucker's conspirator
shouted, "Thcre he goes!" and the
soldiers flred blindly in the dark.
A medical doctor at the scene
flled a written report stating that
he  had fbund b lood on  Dr .
Rucker's trail and, therefore, that
he must havc becn mortally
wounded.  Th  i s  p rec ip i ta ted
rumors  o f  h i s  dea th  and
[ewspaper articles to that effect.

The evening of the second day he
made his way by fbot to the home
of a friend in Greenbder County.
From there he was led to a camp
of Union men and Rebel deserters
on the Greenbrier River in
Pocahontas County. There he
rcsted for th.ec days and nights.
Then he and a friend started out
again by foot on a grueling three-
day hike towards Summersville
only to learn that therc were no
longer any Union troops in the
area. So the doctor and his liiend
headed d i rec t l y  to  Rucker 's
p lan ta t ion  near  Summersv i l le .
Rucker's wife and sons were rot
there, having been taken for saf'ety
by the Union lbrces to saf'ety in
Marietta, Ohio.

The.e at his plantation, although
totally exhausted, Rucker was
able to rest only one full day
befbre another l i iend brought
news that a rebel contingent was
on its way to arest him. Again on
the run, he and his plantation

managet who was Confederate
sympatlizer but a close friend,
headed by horceback to cauley
Bridge twenty-eight miles away,
where  a  Un ion  fo rce  was
encamped.  Kn  ow ing  tha t
Confederate horsemen were in
close pursuit, he raced them to
Gauley Bridge and rcached the
safety of the Union camp on
November 7, 1863, twenty days
after his escape for the Danville
jail. He was completely disabled
from injuries and exhaustion but,
at last, out of danger behind
Union l ines,

Upon learning of Rucker's retum
Br igad ie r  Cenera l  E  I i am k  in
Scammon o f  the  23 'd  Oh io
telegrammed liom Charleston that
he  mus t  be  b rough t  the re
immediately. Feather mattresses
wcfc provided in a rvagon firr his
comlbrt during the rough ibrty
mile trip. After recuperating a few
days  in  Char les ton ,  Capta in
Rucker was taken by escort to
Parkefsburg where telegrams
liom Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton awaited commanding him
to  immed ia te ly  co rne  to
Washington. Despite the orders,
he tirst huried to Marietla, Ohio
to see his wife and children fiom
whom he had been absent for
nearly seventeen months.

After just a few hours with his
family he was rushed by special
carriage to Washington with a
military escort. He met with
Prcs  ident  L inco tn ,  Secre tary
Stanton, General-in-Chief Henry
Halleck and their top aides. In
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On May 9, l116,1 durinq thc Balt le
oJ ( lo\d s \ '{oun!ain ncar l)ubl in.

part icular they nceded his detai led
know ledge  o f  much  o l  t hc
geography ol Virginia to correct
enors io the official Union Anny
maps as \!ell as inlbnnation about
Conl 'ecleratc p sons and jai ls. of
r . vh i ch  t he  doc to r  now  had
intimate knowledge, as well.

Rrcker then rcjoined his lbimer
commander, Crook, who was now
a bl igadier gencral. Rucker was
promoted lo najor in the West
Vifginia l3t, Inlantry. Hc $,as
given ch{rlc of the Wcst Virginia
State Scouts and rcf ined k) as the
C'hief ol Seclct Servicc fbr the
Urrion Arrry in thnt region. l le
oi len pcrsonally lcd missions and
was known as an intrepid raider
rnd scout.

escaplng prlsoners. Amazingly,
the plan worked. The confused
Confederates held their iire until
thcy saw the blidge aflame. The
loss of the rail line fiom Virginia
to Tennessee and points further
south was a major blow to the
Confcdsates.

To be concluded in the next issue
of the Ruckcr lrarr i ly Society
News le t t c r . . .

* : k +

Jeannie-alogy
Advicc of the Qunrter

,,1/wa,r,.r look at the original
docunren t  and  d  on ' t  takc
somcolc else's roscnrch as truc.

Whilc wotking on correctior)s to
Su<lic RLrckcr W<xrcl's hook. I/2,
Ruc:ker I onti lv Genculog.r , I
came ac ross  an  in te res l ing
anaohronisnl: Two Ruckcr nten
lrarriccl the samo q/onan!

On page 126 :rt bott(nn, ir says a
Thornasr  Rucker  (Ben jarn in r ,
Johnl, Pcterr) narried in Anrhcrst
Co.. Virginia l lannah Phil l ips,
daughler of Conyers Phil l ips. in
t'78',7.

Then on the top of p.205, ir says
. lohnr  Rucker  (Tho lnas l ,
Thomasr, Pctcr ) rrarricd 1799 in
Amhcrs t ,  Han  nah  P  h  i l l i ps ,
daughter  o f  Zachar iah ;  Wi t .
Thomas Phil l ips and Conyers
I'hil l ips.

Were there two girls named
Hannah, onc daughter of Conyers
and onc daughter ofZachariah?

I have the book, Maniage Bonds
and other Marr:age Records ol'
Amhers t  Co . ,  V i rg in ia ,
1763-1800, compiled by Will iam
Montgomery  Srveeny,  1937,
wh ich  sa  id  Thomas R lLcker
tnar r ied  Hannah Ph i l l i ps ,
daughter of Conyers. datc I Mat
I797 .  Th is  cou ldn ' t  be  our
Thomas, above. as he manied 3
Jan 1793 to  Sa l l ie  Rcad o f
llcdford Co., Virginia. SIre was
his wife when hc died (Source:
Will ol Thonas RLrcl(ct "to my
wi fc  Sa l l y .  .  . "  Wi l l  Book  12 ,  p .
309. Rutherford Co., Tennessee,
dated 2 Nov 1839. proved l0 Mar
1843) .  Th is  was  thc  on ly
nariagc record of a Ruckcr to a
Phil l ips in Arnherstl

Was this book rvlonsj

S o  d o $  n  l o  t h c  L i h f i l f y  o l '
Virginia I went to look up thc
originall  Thc origirral marriage
bond has ". lohD Rucker (with
'Ihomas 

written ovcr i t) marficd
Har r r rah  Ph  i l l i ps ,  daL rgh tc r  o l '
Zachariah." Marriagc datcd 3 Jan
1797. Wit. Thomas Phil l ips. John
Cann, and Conyer.s Phil l ips. Ahal
Both Wood and Stveeny had the
rvrong inl-ormation. The bride \yas
the  daL lgh le r  t o  Zacha r i ah
Phillips. not Co]lyers. BLrt, \1,hicl1
Rucker was thc groom, Thomas
or John?

Al'ter much study and thought. I
concluded that Hannah n'lanied
John, son of Thomas as \[bod
said on p.205. The confusion was
the marriage bond that had
Thomas \l,ritten above the nane
John. I don't think his name rvas

Virginia, Rucker again provcd to
be a  supurb  br idge burner .
Ocnera l  C fook 's  tb fccs  were
unable to disloclge lhe eneny in
order lo reach and torch fteir
ob j  ec t  i ve :  thc  V i rg in ia  anc l
Tenncssce Railroad Bridge ovcr
the Nen Rivef. Ma.jor Ruckcr
prcsentcd a bold plan to Generrl
Crook. IIe proposcd b leacl 100
volunteers carrying cloths soaked
with crnlphcne and burn the
bridge in broad daylighr !vithin
v iew o f  thc  de lend ing
Conl'ederatcs. Meanrvhile, as the
intrcpid \olunteers nade tbr the
br idge,  the  remain ing  Un ion
infantry were instructed to yell
loudly and flre over the heads of
their bridge buming cotllrades to
make it appear that the soldigrs
rush ing  to  the  br idge were
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"John  Thomas, "  as  a
descendant thinks, but hc was
John, son of Thomas. We'Il
probably ncver know why the
record was w tten as it was
with both names.

John Rucker's sister. Elizabeth
Rucker .  had  mar r ied  the
prevrous month,26 Feb 1797 to
Zachariah Phi11ips, Hannah's
brother. Both couples l ived in
Amherst Co., Virginia af'ter
thcir man iago.

30 May I83 l, . lohn and Hannah
Ruckcr's children, as l isled in
Wood. p.206. werc l istod in D.
B. l{). p. 523. Madison Co..
Virginia. The children wcrc all
l iving in Tennesscc and had
hired a lawycr to collcct part of
the i r  g randfa ther .  Thornas
I{Lrckcr's cstatc.

, t * x

Corrections to Sudie Rucker
Wood's book. The Rucket
Fct rtt ily Genealogl'. continueLl
Uom Vol. 17, Do. 3 & 4.

Pagc 66 - Sudie R. Wood
suggcstcd Col. Ambroser Rucker
(Jol1nr. Peterr) was born ca. 1725.
but the Edilor l'eeLs he rvas bom
ca. 1730 due to his order of binh
and the cstirnated bidh date ofthe
other chil&en.

Page 66 - ln most ofSudie's work
she places the maniage data in
the tirst paragraph. But not with
Col. Ambrose Rucker. She
docsn't mention his maniages
until six pages later at the bottom
of p.72. And the first mariage is

cited as only legend. Proofofthe
2'r rnarriage to Mary Tjnsley is
thrcugh her l'ather's Will (W B.
2, page 188, A.mherst Co., V ).
Thc Editor is wondcring if
Anbrose was only ltratried once
as no evidence is lbund of a lilst
mxdage.

Page 66 - 4'h para$aph. It said
Anrbrose Rucker's land lay East
of the 'lbbaoco llow Mountains,
south of Bear's Mountain, . . . the
Deed, l isted on page 71, 4tr'
paragraph. Said "Will iarn Cabell,
.h survcycd fbr Arnbrosc Ruckcr
J50 acres on branch ol Hirrris
Crcck on Soflth sidc of Bc.rr
Mourtain. 2 Feb I765 (SuNey
Book. 1761-llJ03. Plat Book. p.
24. Anlhcrst (i)., VA).

This had been driving mc
crary li)r ycars - lcxrking lirr
A  n rb rose 's  land  a t  Bcar ' s
Mountain. I just couldn't f ind it.
Finally I wcnt to thc courlhousc
and lookcd up thc ofiginnl decd.
Much to my amazcmcnt, I tbund
Sudic had copicd thc wrong plat!
What it should say is "William
Cabe l l  J r .  su rveyed  fo r '
Ambrose Ruckei 90 acres on
the south branch of Harris
Creek on Crayam Cove." At
lnst! Col. Ambrose Rucker's land
was at Gfayam Cove uhere the
cemelery is that The Rucker
Family Reunion visited in 2004.

Page 72 Near bottom: "To
Margaret Burford . . . " She rvas
Margaret McDariel, maried [] {l
Rucker. [2,'d] Budod (sub. by
Arure Rucker Loyd, 2005) .

Page 73 - "Mary Tinsley. wite
of Ambroser Rucker, died 1818.'-
Mary T sley died 26 July 1806,
lrot 1818. Fron] lhe L\,n hburg
Strr: 3l July 1806, "Mary
Rucker died on the 26rr' ol this
month in the 68rh year ol her age.
the consort of Co1. Ambrose
Rucker ." (From records in
the card flle at Virginia Historical
Society, found by the Editor).

Page 73- Wini{ied Plunkett ancl
her lcgacy arc omittcd from Col.
Ambrose Rucker's Will. Belween
Reuben  Rucke r  and  Peggy
MoDaniel, i t  should say: / /rare
gi,en ancl notr do tonJinn unto
thc hcit.'i ol Winilred Phmkefl
(dec l) rna hunlrcJ ynntls, uncl
ry etccltkr's aJc b po| lhenl in

pnpe v sercntl.' portlds nore, to
them and their heir.\ fbrcver

Pagc 7-5 - First piLftrglrph: Two

children are omitted the list of
ch i l d ren  f r on l  Wo  o  d ' s
t(uscription ol'the Will: Frankey
Lee and Mati lda Marr. The
complete senlence should be:

[My es&ne is] to he equalLv divided
at ang mv ('hildren and Gruntl
ChilLlftn, L'iz: the Childrcn 0/
Re hen R cker onc thdrc, tlta
Chil.Ien o/ Winifrcd Phu,kett otle
Shute, the Childten oJ Marydrctl
M c D a n i e l a e S h a r c , M o l l !
Ru4b l one Shale, Frunker Lee
ofie \hare, Ambrose Rncker one
thdre, Isaac Ru&er ane sharc,
Sophia Jennings ane s hare,
Caruline Hansfotd one share,
Belsq, Man otk \harc, Matild(
Marr one sharc, SaUJt Ma otle
shdre Cha otte Rucke\ one shdre,
Benjanin Rtlcker one share lnd
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